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Parks Canada Response to the Parks Canada’s Community “Q & A
Session”
August 2, 2026

(Note — Questions answered in the order provided)
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Aquatic Invasive Species (AlS) Related
Questions:

(i) Are PANP staff in touch with their colleagues at Riding Mountain National Park and acting
on what they have learned trying to address zebra mussels in Clear Lake?

Parks Canada coordinates between sites across Canada on common issues. Specifically, Prince
Albert National Park (PANP) is incorporating lessons learned from Riding Mountain National
Park (RMNP) for long-term prevention planning.

Options like the inspection of all watercrafts or a one boat, one park policy - which is currently
being administered in Riding Mountain National Park - are being considered. PANP is working
with the Waskesiu community council, Indigenous Nations, and other stakeholders on this
important issue and will be providing program updates for next open water season on our
website (see Prince Albert National Park — Aquatic Invasive Species website) and other sources.

Over the last 2 years Parks Canada has invested almost $700,000 towards the prevention of
invasive species in Prince Albert National Park.

(ii) Would PANP be willing to make watercraft related requirements (aimed at preventing the
spread of AIS) more stringent next year?

Parks Canada is developing a long-term AIS prevention plan with input from Indigenous
partners and rights holders, local community groups and regional stakeholders. The plan will
take an evidence-based and adaptive approach towards the protection of aquatic ecosystems
while supporting meaningful park experiences. The program is evolving. Parks Canada expects
to begin implementing the long-term prevention plan in 2027. These changes will be phased
over several years to ensure they are coordinated, effective, and sustainable. More information
will be shared as the plan is finalized.

Options such as watercraft restrictions, increased inspections, and one boat-one lake are being
considered. PANP is working with the Waskesiu community council and other community
representatives on this important issue and will be providing program updates for next open
water season on our website (see Prince Albert National Park — Aquatic Invasive Species
website) and other sources.

(iii) What about requirements that ensure both boats and their trailers have been inspected
and that neither have been in any other waterbody in the current year, and also inspecting
non-motorized vessels?
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All watercraft and their trailers, and water-related equipment arriving from high-risk areas (i.e.,
Lake of the Prairies and Out-of-Province) currently undergo full inspection and
decontamination. Future planning considers approaches for all watercraft, trailers, and high-
risk water-related equipment.

Program principles include equability of access, cost-effective use of taxpayer dollars and
sustainability over time. Program partnerships opportunities are also being explored.

Comments included with question: It is good to see the watercraft certification permit for
Waskesiu Lake now includes a sticker for certified watercraft to help with identifying permitted
watercraft. What is in place does not seem like it will be enough though.

Townsite Fire Protection Readiness
Questions:

(i) In light of the 2025 wildfires in Saskatchewan and considering the Jasper townsite had
significant loss of property in 2024, please advise on the current state of PANP readiness
regarding fire protection of townsite structures (including infrastructure, businesses,
cabins, and cottages).

The best offence is a good defence. Maintenance of the Community Fuel Break (CFB) has been
actively reducing wildfire risk within the community of Waskesiu since 2002. Maintenance of
the CFB is guided by the park's Wildfire Risk Reduction (WRR) Plan. In addition, the northern
portion of Prince Albert National Park that was affected by the Buhl fire is also currently serving
as a fuel break, limiting the risk of wildfire or impacts of wildfire.

The Wildfire Risk Reduction Plan (2023-2026) realized expanded fuel reduction into additional
green spaces within Waskesiu, vegetation management in Beaver Glen, and established
FireSmart treatments around critical infrastructure. These initiatives have strengthened the
community's resilience to wildfire and enhanced protection for townsite structures and assets.

As the current plan expires in 2026, Parks Canada is in the process of developing a new five-
year WRR Plan.

The updated plan will identify wildfire risk reduction priorities for the coming years and outline
expectations, communication strategies, and opportunities to support continued adoption of
FireSmart principles by the Waskesiu community and leaseholders.
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In addition to Wildfire Protection and Response, Parks Canada is enhancing all-hazards (wind,
flooding, extended power outages, etc.) emergency management programming, through
additional National emergency management resources, prevention planning and training
opportunities. Many of these resources were applied during the Buhl Fire in 2025. Parks Canada
will continue to develop and update emergency response and preparedness plans for Prince
Albert National Park.

(ii) What are the plans and timing for updating the townsite fire response strategy?

Development of the next Wildfire Risk Reduction (WRR) Plan will begin this fall. Key priorities
under consideration include:

e Updating the maintenance cycle and management approach for the Waskesiu
Community Fuel Break.

e Expanding the use of prescribed fire as a wildfire risk reduction tool, supporting a
"good fire" approach that improves ecological integrity and landscape resilience.

o Identifying and establishing strategic landscape-scale features that can help slow,
contain, or redirect wildfire spread.

e Reinforcing FireSmart principles through ongoing engagement and outreach to
residents, leaseholders, and businesses to promote property-level wildfire
preparedness and community resilience.

Specific wildfire response strategies are incident-dependent and are developed during each
wildfire event. Operational strategies and tactics are based on several factors, including fuel
type, fire location, current and forecasted weather conditions, and observed and predicted fire
behaviour. The Canadian Forest Fire Behaviour Prediction (FBP) System is used to assess and
forecast fire behaviour, providing critical information that helps guide suppression strategies
and tactics on the ground.

While the WRR Plan is focused on preparedness and risk reduction rather than incident
response, by reducing fuel loads around Waskesiu and other developed areas, wildfire risk
reduction treatments can lower fire intensity and improve the effectiveness and safety of
suppression operations should a wildfire occur.

The updated WRR Plan will provide a long-term framework for wildfire risk reduction,
community preparedness, and enhanced resilience within Prince Albert National Park and the
Waskesiu townsite.
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Sewage Treatment System
Questions:

(i) What type of treatment system is used to treat townsite sewage before it is released?

The sewage is an aerated lagoon with a sand filter discharge. There is no chemical treatment.

(ii) Are the releases continuous or is there a batch release?

There are two discharges that occur with the lagoon — spring and fall. Once the tests that
indicate the effluent (treated sewage water that becomes raw water when released) is clean to
be discharged the valves are opened and the treated effluent goes to sand filters and through
wetlands before making its way to the lake. Testing indicates that effluent being release from
the Waskesiu sewage lagoon consistently meets the Environment and Climate Change Canada
standards for sewage treatment.

(iii) What is the monthly volume of sewage that is released?

There are no flow meters at the lagoon to indicate the discharge flow. However, we can
measure the amount of sewage being pumped into the lagoon from Lift station 3.

An important note regarding sewage volumes is that the Waskesiu Sanitary Sewer system is
experiencing significant volumes of ground water penetration that is being pumped into the
sewer treatment lagoon. Prior to 2022 the five-year annual average shows that lift station 3 is
pumping approximately 133,000m3 more sewer than total volume of water being produced at
the Waskesiu Water Treatment Plan. Excessive ground water penetration posses a risk to
environmental and human health. If volumes are too high, it could lead to lagoon overflow or
an even more dangerous breach. Also, if ground water is leaking into the system, there is
potential for untreated sewage to leak out.

Parks Canada is prioritizing the repair of this critical infrastructure. Since sanitary sewer
upgrades began in 2023, which has included the sewage lines in in Lakeview Subdivisions 1 & 2,
and main Beaver Glen, the 3-year annual average for excess sewage being pumped has dropped
by almost half to 68,000m3. Sanitary sewer rehabilitation is expected to continue over the next
several seasons.

(iv) What parameters are measured in the treated sewage before it is released?
(For example: Biological Oxygen Demand, Nutrients (Phosphorus, Nitrate)? Are any metals
measured?)

Parks Canada tests for all indicators required by Environment and Climate Change Canada
regulations including, Carbonaceous Biochemical Oxygen Demand (CBOD), Total Suspended
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Solids (TSS), Total Residual Chlorine, Un-ionized Ammonia, Acute Fish Lethality (a.k.a Trout
Test). In addition, Parks Canada also tests for pH, phosphorus, nitrogen, ecoli, and ammonia.
Parks Canada does not test for heavy metals in the sewage effluent.

(v) What is the pathway from the sewage plant to Waskesiu?

The pathway is lagoon, sand filters, wetland, cross the highway via a culvert, through the
campground via creek and culvert, cross the old highway trail into another wetland where the
water permeates through the sand and enters Waskesiu Lake.

Bikes, e-bikes, scooters, e-scooters, skateboards, etc. on
sidewalks/walkways

Question:

When is the Park going to address the hazards on sidewalks and walkways?

Walking and bike paths are informally reviewed each operational season by Parks Canada staff.
These informal assessments guide minor work required to address safety concerns, including
spot repairs for holes or leveling small areas with a grinder. The damaged beach path is a bigger
issue because of erosion caused by spring runoff and heavy rains. This part of the trail may
require redesign or rerouting.

There is currently no plan for a large-scale recapitalization of the sidewalk and path network
within Waskesiu. Parks Canada continues to focus asset recapitalization on the aging critical
infrastructure and facilities within the townsite. However, we acknowledge that some locations
may need repairs to address obstructions or deficiencies that are deemed a public safety
hazard. These areas will be assessed and repaired as, and when, needed.

In regard of the broader public safety concerns with the use of micromobility / personal
transporters (bicycles, E-bikes, Scooters and other electronic modes of recreational
transportation), Parks Canada is working with the Waskesiu Community Council to develop a
wholistic approach to creating a “Culture of Safety” within the Waskesiu Community. While we
are currently considering effective placement and messaging for signage, infrastructure repairs;
it is important to remember, signage alone cannot correct the behavioral issues related to
micromobility device laws, etiquette and safety. This community must take a leading role in
promoting and providing safety education for residents and visitors.

Section 34 of the National Park Highway Traffic Regulations refer to bicycles:
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34 Every person riding a bicycle on a highway shall ride as close as possible to the right-
hand edge or curb of the highway and, when riding with other persons, shall not ride
more than two abreast.

35 No person shall ride a bicycle on a sidewalk in a park.

Section 47(2) of National Park Highway Traffic Regulations refers to skateboards:
47 (2) No person shall skate, roller skate, roller blade, roller ski or ride a skateboard on any
highway or sidewalk in a town, visitor centre or resort subdivision.

More information about pedal assist E-bikes and their use within the park can be found on
Prince Albert National Park’s Cycling Web page.

Comments included with question:
A few suggestions:
e Signage
® Public education (not only sidewalks rules but also rules for stop signs and right
of way rules for all)
® Restriction of motorized units on the sidewalks
e Widening the sidewalks or adding a second ride lane for bikes in downtown core
and Waskesiu Drive
® Painting lines and signage on walks designating side for pedestrians and bikes

Comments included with question: This has been an issue for a very long time in the
townsite. There have been a number of near misses and probably injuries to pedestrians.
| recently experienced two incidents in one walk. A scooter came up behind me going
fast and passed me on my right side. No warning was given; | just happened to hear it
when it was right beside me. The second incident was an adult on an e-bike and two
small children on pedal bikes that came up behind me, again no warning, | turned
around and had to put my hand out to stop the kid’s bike before it hit me. | am able
bodied but there are a lot of less mobile people here. The Park needs to put importance
on this issue and find a solution before someone gets injured (I suspect this may have
already happened).

Regarding Boats & Trailers Parked in the “Bird Streets”
(Parcel X)

Questions:

(i) Have any safety assessments been conducted regarding trailer and boat parking in the
Bird Street cabin area?
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There has been no official assessment or study of parking completed for the Cabin area.

Parking within the cabin area and around Waskesiu continues to be a concern for Parks Canada,
the Waskesiu Community Council and the Waskesiu Seasonal Residents association. Parks
Canada supports the WSRA’s “Keep the Rubber off The Road” parking campaign and
encourages cabin and cottage residents and guests to park all vehicles off the paved road
surfaces within these subdivisions. Keeping the paved surfaces clear of vehicles allows enough
room for emergency and park service vehicles to access these areas.

Section 30(1) of the National Parks Highway traffic regulations states that - No person shall park

a trailer within a park in a location other than a location designated by a sign erected by the
superintendent.

(ii)) What are the potential fire risks related to fuel stored in parked boats and how are those
risks managed?

The risk of fuel stored in boats would be comparable to other vehicles and fuels (gasoline and
propane) stored in the cabin area.

(iii) Has the Marina’s existing parking capacity been assessed as an option to reduce boat and
trailer congestion in the Bird Street area?

The Waskesiu Lake Main Marina has approximately 200 dry land parking spaces for Boats on
trailers. Approximately 75% of these spaces are rented seasonally and 25% of these spaces are
kept as short term storage for travelling visitors. The marina reports 95+% occupancy during
the peak season. At present there has been no proposals put forward for the expansion of
Marina parking and storage facilities.

Comments included with question: Many boats are parked in driveways and in front of
cabins in the Bird Street area during the busy summer months. Given the increased
pedestrian traffic, particularly children, | am concerned about the safety implications of
large units parked in front of cabins. | am also concerned about the potential fire risk
associated with fuel stored in boats parked in residential areas.

Roadway Infrastructure Repair

Question:

When can the cottage owners on the "Flower Streets" (Orchid, Fern & Lily) expect the road
surfaces to be levelled and re-paved?
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The Streets in the Lakeview subdivisions and cabin area were paved in 2009 as part of the
Government of Canada’s Action on the Ground Initiative and they are now entering the later
stages of its expected useful life period. Currently, there is no foreseeable funding available for
pavement resurfacing within Waskesiu. Parks Canada will continue to patch and repair
damaged surfaces with resources that are available. However, should the paved surfaces
deteriorate and become unsafe, the viable option at this time is to return them to a gravel
surface, as they were prior to 2009.

Comments included with question: In particular, the frost heaves over the last few years
has made the Orchid Street surface extremely uneven with gaping cracks and bumps to
navigate. Over the last few summers, we have witnessed multiple children getting their
bike tires caught in the pavement cracks, causing falls and injuries.

Compost Related
Questions:

(i) Is it correct that when garbage is mixed in with the compost, the whole load goes to the
landfill instead of actually getting composted?

The contractors who supply the bin and collect compost materials do have the capacity to sort
a small amount of contamination when the bin is emptied. However, excessive contamination
does result in the collected materials being disposed of in the landfill. While they have reported
contamination in the loads, they do not inform us every time a load is rejected.

(ii) Would the Park look for solutions that might include a different style of bin with only a
small opening for bags of household compost, and/or putting a camera up and monitoring
the area to see who is misusing this valuable waste management opportunity?

The Waskesiu Community Council and Parks Canada have established The Waskesiu Waste
Reduction and Management Subcommittee. The purpose of this committee is to provide
advice, options, recommendations, and informed guidance for waste management within PANP
and the Waskesiu townsite. The goal is to establish Waskesiu as a model community for
sustainable waste management practices. Through the work of this committee, we hope to
improve waste management practices (including compost and recycling) and reduce the
amount of waste being disposed of in landfills.

Comments included with question: Thank you for bringing back the opportunity to
compost food waste generated in Waskesiu! Unfortunately, the red bin for composting is
also being used for garbage. Last year every time | took compost to the bin, garbage had
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been dumped in the bin. | suspect this likely means the whole bin gets put in the landfill
instead of being used for compost. The large doors on top of the bin make it possible and
attractive for people to throw large bags of garbage in with the compost. The bin is
clearly marked for compost and last year fellow residents taped additional signs on the
bin to ensure people knew it was not for garbage. However, that didn’t stop the
problem.

Waskesiu Dog Park
Questions:

(i) Will Parks Canada be adding a dog park in Waskesiu? If not, why?

At this time, Parks Canada is not planning to establish a dog park in Waskesiu.

Given current priorities and limited resources, Parks Canada is focusing investments on high
priority needs such as critical infrastructure, public safety, emergency management, asset
maintenance, and ecological conservation.

Prince Albert National Park's primary mandate is to protect ecological integrity and wildlife,
while providing opportunities for visitors to experience the park. Dogs are welcome in the park
but must remain under physical control and on a leash no longer than three meters. Keeping
dogs leashed helps protect wildlife, reduces the risk of negative wildlife encounters, and
contributes to a safe and enjoyable experience for all park users.

(ii) What could the seasonal residents do to help see a dog park established?

Parks Canada appreciates the interest and recognizes that some residents would like additional
opportunities for off-leash dog exercise. However, Parks Canada is focused on high priorities
such as critical infrastructure, public safety, emergency management, asset maintenance, and
ecological conservation.

Comment: There is a need for an off leash zone to exercise dogs and keep wildlife in the area
safe.

Bottles/Cans Recycling

Question:
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Would it be possible to have a bin in a central location of the townsite that would
accommodate larger bags of bottles & cans?

The Waskesiu Community Council Waste Reduction and Management Subcommittee is
exploring options to improve the recycling facilities within Waskesiu. Through the work of this
committee, we hope to improve waste management practices (including compost and
recycling) and reduce the amount of waste being disposed of in landfills.

However, until such time that there are facilities to accommodate the bulk disposal of
refundable recycling, visitors and leaseholders should do their best to use the existing facilities
or remove the materials from the park themselves. While not ideal, placing refundable
materials in the designated containers one-at-a-time, placing them into the larger “multi-use”
recycle bins, or storing them, in a secure location, until they can be brought to a Sarcan facility
are the best options.

Disposing of any waste, including recycling, on the ground / beside bins is unlawful. Recycling is
a known wildlife attractant and improper disposal puts both people and wildlife at risk. Under
the Canada National Parks Act and related regulations, in some circumstances, fines for wildlife
attractant offences can reach up to $25,000. This should be avoided in all situations and if no
other alternative exists, disposing of recycling material in the trash is preferred to illegal
disposal on the ground.

Comments included with question: The small collection containers are good for day
visitors, but they only accommodate one item at a time. Often residents leave bags of
bottles and cans beside these containers on their streets.

Park Entry Pass
Question:

Why does PCA offer a free Park entry pass for most of the summer and those of us that buy
annual passes for multiple vehicles have to pay for full annual passes?

The Canada Strong initiative is a temporary Government of Canada program intended to
encourage Canadians to visit national parks and historic sites. To ensure existing annual pass
holders are not disadvantaged, Parks Canada is providing an extension to eligible annual passes
equivalent to the period covered by the initiative.

That said, Parks Canada recognizes that the extension may not perfectly align with how some
seasonal residents use their passes. While the program and pass eligibility are a Government of
Canada initiative, Parks Canada has heard this feedback from annual pass holders and
understand the frustration related to timing and convenience. Seasonal Residents are
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encouraged to take advantage of the pass extension, while recognizing that the benefit may be
perceived differently depending on individual visitation patterns.

Comments included with question: | am aware that PCA offers an extension, however |
would think that most of us buy a pass in the spring to use until freeze up and then
purchase a new one in the new year. Although this seems logical it is very inconvenient
and annoying to purchase a New annual pass in August or September to use for a couple
of months.

Cabin Development Guidelines

Question:

When are the Cabin Development Guidelines scheduled for review by PCA, the Community
Council, and the WSRA?

Following the coming into effect of the National Parks of Canada Land Use Planning Regulations
in 2024, the former Cottage Regulations were repealed. This made a policy to guide cottage
developments a priority so Parks Canada worked with the Waskesiu Seasonal Residents
Association and the Waskesiu Community Council, to establish the new Prince Albert National
Park Cottage Development Guidelines (August 2026).

The new Land Use Planning Regulations have also resulted in the need for a comprehensive
policy review within Prince Albert National Park that includes the 2015 Waskesiu Community
Plan, 2011 Waskesiu Land Use Directive and the 2013 Cabin Development Guidelines. Ideally, a
New Community plan would be completed first as this is a legal document required under the
Canada National Parks Act and serves as the foundational policy document for management
and development within the Visitor Centre of Waskesiu. While we are preparing to launch into
planning for a new community plan, at this time, there is no definitive schedule. We are
speaking with Waterton and Wasagaming to consider if there are any efficiencies in working
together on this process. Stay tuned.

Parks Canada is prepared to start the discussion with the Waskesiu Seasonal Residents
Association and the Waskesiu Community Council to update the Cabin Guidelines in advance of
a new Waskesiu Community Plan. However, some likely updates within the community plan
must be considered, including an increased prioritization of wildfire resiliency within the
community. Making the community better prepared for wildfire will have significant impacts on
development and building requirements, particularly in the densely populated cabin area. For
this reason, any New Cabin Development Guidelines may be held as a working draft and not
finalized until after the Waskesiu Community Plan and Land Use Directive have been
completed.
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Firewood Program Related
Questions:

(i) Where do people provide feedback related to firewood (which is no longer available as a
free service within the Park)?

Feedback related to the firewood program, or any other visitor facility or program, can be made
by scanning the QR codes that are posted throughout the park. These are posted at all
campgrounds, gates, Visitor Centre and park bulletin boards. Nationally, the QR codes have
replaced the hard copy (paper) feedback forms. This is the 2"¥ year that have used the QR
codes.

Feedback can also be left by visiting or calling the Visitor Centre — 306 663-4522 or by email
princealbertinfo@pc.gc.ca

(ii)) What feedback has been received thus far?

PANP remains committed to reviewing on-going feedback and continually evaluating
opportunities to improve the firewood program. To date primary topics of feedback have been
related to cost, convenience, communication and consistency (available in some campgrounds
but not others). Little feedback has been provided that would help guide future changes that
support a sustainable and accountable approach to firewood service delivery.

PANP remains open to updating the firewood program for improvements to the visitor
experience. However, a return to unrestricted access to loose firewood piles will not be
considered. The focus is on finding solutions that balance visitor experience, operational
efficiency, fiscal responsibility, and the long-term stewardship of park resources.

(iii) Can a wood pile for Seasonal Resident use (as a service to community members) be
considered?

Parks Canada is not considering a dedicated firewood pile for seasonal residents. Seasonal
residents may continue to access firewood from retailers within the park or bulk wood can be
purchased from approved 3™ party vendors. Parks Canada approved suppliers ensures that
firewood being brought into the park meets standards intended to protect park ecosystems and
reduce the risk of invasive pests and diseases.

The recent changes to firewood management were implemented to create a more sustainable
and accountable approach to providing firewood services. While Parks Canada remains open to
practical and sustainable improvements to the program, any future changes would need to
align with the principle that the cost of providing firewood services is paid by those who use
them.
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For information on approved firewood suppliers, email waskesiuadmin@pc.gc.ca.

Park Services/ Service Level
Question:

Have the Park’s services / service levels been reduced in PANP?

Parks Canada, like all federal departments and agencies, is operating within a broader
Government of Canada Comprehensive Expenditure Review which is intended to improve
efficiency and identify budget savings of 15% over 3 years. As a result, we are required to
review operations to ensure resources are focused on the highest priorities, including public
safety, critical infrastructure and asset management, ecological integrity, Indigenous
stewardship, and visitor experience.

The mandate of Parks Canada remains the same. As part of this exercise, we are looking at
ways to deliver services as efficiently as possible in interest of Canadians and taxpayers. We are
adjusting how services are delivered in response to operational realities, seasonal conditions,
and competing priorities. Decisions regarding program adjustments are being taken in such a
way to minimize impact on service to Canadians and on staff. For example, we have reduced
the size of the fleet and are focused on efficient use of fleet to reduce long-term capital and
maintenance costs.

In other cases you may notice minor adjustment to public facing program such as the delayed
installation of the fish cleaning station at Namekus this spring was the result of a late start to
the season and competing operational priorities. However, alternative fish cleaning facilities
remained available, ensuring visitors continued to have access to the service.

Our goal is to deliver services in a way that is sustainable, efficient, and responsive to visitor
and seasonal resident needs. We recognize that service adjustments can be noticeable, and we
will continue to assess feedback, usage levels, operational requirements, and visitor impacts as
decisions are made moving forward.

Comments included with question: For example, fish cleaning facilities were not open at
Namekus early in the season, main beach washroom facilities closed at times during the
second week of July, beach/grass not maintained at secondary areas (e.g., South Bay),
etc.
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